. This pathogen is normally found in its anamorphic stage, Chalara fraxinea (Kowalski & Holdenrieder, 2009) . During recent years the fungus has spread across Europe from east to west (Kowalski & Holdenrieder, 2009) . Ash dieback was first noticed in the 1990s in Poland (Kowalski & Holdenrieder, 2009) and has subsequently been reported in Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Kaliningrad (Russia) , Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Sweden and Switzerland (Kirisits et al., 2009 , Ogris et al., 2010 , Rytkönen et al., 2010 (Kirisits et al., 2009) . Fig. 1) (Fig. 2) . The fungus was diagnosed by characteristic morphological features (phialides and phialospores, Fig. 3) (Kowalski & Holdenrieder, 2009) . This is the first report of C. fraxinea infecting these ash species in the world.
During autumn 2009, several introduced ornamental ash species (approx. 40 years old) showing ash dieback symptoms (

